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Southern Region Committee

Your Committee last met on the 24th February 2010 and the current membership is:-

Daphne Rice - West Sussex – Regional Council Member
Virginia Lloyd - Surrey.

Sue Taylor - Berkshire

Neil Dickens - Buckinghamshire

Caroline Gould - Kent

Gareth Jones - Hampshire

Stephanie Prideaux – Buckinghamshire (apologies for this meeting)
It was agreed that with the introduction of the new website,

www.jacobsheepsociety.co.uk which provides members with a range of information and  is regularly updated including advertisements , reports from shows etc., it was now only necessary to produce the Regional Newsletter twice a year, and this would be in Spring and Autumn. The newsletter will also be put onto the website. The region has over 100 members so printing the newsletter is quite costly, but the major cost is postage at more than 30p each letter. 

So please if you have an e-mail address which you could let me have so you can receive the newsletter that way, or are happy to look at it on the website, let me know. There is of course a lot of other information on the web site. 
At the AGM on 24th April, Virginia Lloyd stood down as regional Council member and I have taken over from her. We have a very good committee, but we could always do with more assistance, particularly as we have to organise the AGM weekend in April 2012, so if you think you could help please give me a ring. The Committee meets two or three times a year which is not too onerous,but we are looking for people to take on responsiblity for particular aspects of the work the Society does in this region. I would like to thank Virginia for all her hard work as regional council member.                                                              

Daphne Rice

AGM Weekend

This year the AGM was hosted by the South West region and was based at Sherborne in Dorset. The event was well attended with some 80 members present at the gala dinner on the Saturday night. The weather, as usual, was kind to us which made all the difference to the flock visits and also to seeing the beautiful Dorset countryside. There will, of course be a full report in the next issue of the journal but I would like to congratulate the members from this region who did so well in the Wool Cup.

Natasha Gould from the Isle of Wight (with a little help from her mother!) who is pictured here with the judge, Diane Hall, won [image: image1.jpg]


 first prize for the best exhibit for her rabbit. 

Her grandmother, Judith Gray, received a highly commended for her crocheted bag. Julie Bourne from Kent won 2nd prize for her felt hat and also a highly commended for her snood based an a 15th century design. Well done to all three of them. 

Southern Region Flock Assessment
The Southern Region Flock Assessments will be held over the weekend of Friday 24th to Sunday 26th September. Some Flocks will be visited  on Friday afternoon, the majority on Saturday and the remainder on Sunday.

We will need to plan a route for the Judges so cannot, at this stage guarantee when they will visit you over that weekend.

Our senior judge this time will be John Milner from the South West Region. He is one our most experienced judges, a breeder of some repute, who, with Anna, his wife have won many championships with their sheep from their Matterley and Knowlton flock. John will be supported by Geraldine Fletcher who will be travelling from Ireland. She owns the Stonecroft flock and has also had success in the show ring.

There will be two sections for the assessment with a number of classes in each (classes for the best ram, best ewe and best pen of 4 ewe lambs).

1.  Small Flock – under 12 breeding ewes

2.  Large Flock -  over 12 breeding ewes.

The judges would like to see all your sheep and this is the  perfect chance to get an expert opinion and to ask any questions you have regarding your flock. Prizes will be presented at the Southern Region Open day on the 31st October.

If you would like to enter please complete the form which will  be posted on the Jacob Sheep website (Southern Region news).or contact Virginia. Entries must be in  by the end of July.

Any queries regarding this, please contact Virginia Lloyd  virginia@holmburysheep.co.uk  or telephone 01306 621443

Southern Region Open Day.

This year our open day will be on Sunday 31st October and we are very fortunate as we will be visiting the Purefoy Flock of Jacobs at Shalstone Manor, Shalstone, Buckingham. MK18 5LT. The first record of Jacob sheep at Shalstone Manor was in 1842 when the family accepted a flock of Jacobs from Sir Henry Dryden of Canons Ashby Estate, Northants in settlement of a debt. The flock has remained at Shalstone Manor and was first registered in the Jacob Breed Society 2nd Flock Book listed as Flock No 9. Geoffrey Purefoy was one of the original members of our Society, showed his sheep for many years and was a Breed Society Judge.

Geoffrey & Elspeth will welcome us at 10.30am with morning coffee & biscuits  in the splendid Manor House, followed by a short talk from Geoffrey on the history of his sheep. 

There will then be a tour of the farm and gardens and inspection of the flock. Six of this years lambs will be brought into a building for the National Field Officer, 

Jean Blacknell, to inspect and discuss their breed qualities with members.

We will then go to Boycott Farm Restaurant, which is a short distance away and located near to the grounds of the National Trust Stowe Gardens. Here, a roast Sunday lunch will be served and members will have the opportunity to browse around the Farm Shop and nearby premises of  the ‘Naked Sheep’  specialising in woollen products produced locally from sheep and alpaca wool. 

We then return to Shalstone for a meeting in the village Reading Room, when the Southern Region Flock Competition results will be announced and prizes awarded by this years Judge, John Milner from Dorset. Following tea and cakes members will disperse at around 4pm for their homeward bound journeys.

Due to the close proximity of Shalstone, invitations will be extended to both the Central & Eastern Regions. You are also asked to bring any friends or colleagues that you know also keep Jacob Sheep but who have not yet joined our Breed Society. 

This years Open Day promises to be an ideal opportunity to visit a well established flock of Jacobs, with a history dating back over 150 years,  in a beautiful country location.

The Open Day is very much a social occasion and an opportunity to meet other members from the region so we hope many of you will come. The cost of the day will be £15 but this does include a roast lunch!
Those interested should please write to:
Neil Dickens. Red Barn Farm, Tythe Close, Stewkley, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 0HD

no later than 30th September and enclose their cheque made payable to Jacob Sheep Society. 
Blue Tongue

Vaccination provides the greatest security against loss should there be  resurgence of Bluetongue this year. Livestock keepers are encouraged to take the advice of their vet when making vaccination decisions

DEFRA strongly encourage all livestock farmers to remain vigilant and report any clinical signs of disease. Even those who have already vaccinated against BTV8 need to be remain vigilant.

The disease, caused by a virus spread by midges, affects ruminants but not pigs, horses or humans. The whole of Great Britain is in the BTV 8 zone. All movement licence conditions for Bluetongue must be complied with.

This Years Local  Shows with Jacob Classes.

Surrey County, Guildford - Monday 31st May. - Entries closed

Rutland County Show, Oakham - 6th June - Entries close 21st May

East of England, Peterborough -  18th/20th June - Entries close 17th May

Alton Show 4th July. Entries close 4th June

Kent County Show. Maidstone - 16th/18th July - 

Entries close 14th May - Jacob entries needed
Singleton Show 18th July. Entries close 30th June
New Forest Show, Brockenhurst - 27th/29th July - Entries close 2nd July

Cranleigh Show  1st August. Entries close 15th June

Edenbridge and Oxted Show 27th – 29th August.

Moreton in Marsh Show - 4th September - Closing dates not yet published

*Romsey Show 11th September. 

Royal County of Berkshire, Newbury - 18th/19th September - Closing dates not yet published.

East of England Autumn Show, Peterborough - 10th October 
* Romsey is a lovely show and  is being judged by regional member and Society Chairman , Gareth Jones , so it would be nice to support Gareth with a good turnout of sheep .

GOOD LUCK WITH YOUR ENTRIES.

The region now has a second set of display boards to take to shows, which will make it much easier to make sure that we have them at as many shows as possible.  But we need some more photos to put on them, so if you have any nice pictures of your sheep please send them to me, Daphne Rice. Digital photos are best and you can e-mail them to me at drice26561@aol.com.

Lambing
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By now most of our members will have finished this years lambing and now have the enjoyment of watching the lambs jumping around in the spring sunshine. We finished lambing by the beginning of March and in spite of the harsh conditions of a snowy winter all went well with 25 new Jacob lambs. Unfortunately one of these was born with an unusual condition, in that its front feet were bent under and therefore it could not stand on all four feet. Rather than give up on the poor little thing, my wife and I decided to try and straighten the front feet by placing splints on both front legs. Initially we did this with small lengths of bamboo cane, padded and wrapped either side of the leg with bandages. As the lamb grew we replaced the bamboo with water pipe insulation foam secured with tape. After six weeks of regular inspection and replacement of the dressings our little lamb was full of the joys of spring and bouncing around on four feet. The moral of this being don’t give up with a defective lamb as with loving care and nature’s help sometimes all can come right.

Neil & Pam Dickens.

Bed & Breakfast Accommodation

The Society is thinking of bringing in a theme for each publication of the Journal starting with B&Bs. If members run a B&B and want to advertise, cost £15.00 for quarter of a page please let the Secretary Louise Smith know.

