
Southern Region Open Day 31st October
Shalstone Manor

This year our open day will be on Sunday 31st October and we are very fortunate as we will be visiting the Purefoy Flock of Jacobs at Shalstone Manor, Shalstone, Buckingham. MK18 5LT. The first record of Jacob sheep at Shalstone Manor was in 1842 when the family accepted a flock of Jacobs from Sir Henry Dryden of Canons Ashby Estate, Northants in settlement of a debt. The flock has remained at Shalstone Manor and was first registered in the Jacob Breed Society 2nd Flock Book listed as Flock No 9. Geoffrey Purefoy was one of the original members of our Society, showed his sheep for many years and was a Breed Society Judge.
 Geoffrey & Elspeth will welcome us at 10.30am with morning coffee & biscuits  in the splendid Manor House, followed by a short talk from Geoffrey on the history of his sheep. 

There will then be a tour of the farm and gardens and inspection of the flock. Six of this years lambs will be brought into a building for the National Field Officer, Jean Blacknell, to inspect and discuss their breed qualities with members.

We will then go to Boycott Farm Restaurant, which is a short distance away and located near to the grounds of the National Trust Stowe Gardens. Here, a roast Sunday lunch will be served and members will have the opportunity to browse around the Farm Shop and nearby premises of  the ‘Naked Sheep’  specialising in woollen products produced locally from sheep and alpaca wool. 

Then we will return to Shalstone for a meeting in the village Reading Room, when the Southern Region Flock Competition results will be announced and prizes awarded by this years Judge, John Milner from Dorset. Following tea and cakes members will disperse at around 4pm for their homeward bound journeys.

Due to the close proximity of Shalstone to both the Central and Eatern regions we would be delighted if members from those regions would like to attend.
This years Open Day promises to be an ideal opportunity to visit a well established flock of Jacobs, with a history dating back over 150 years,  in a beautiful country location.

The Open Day is very much a social occasion and an opportunity to meet other members 
from the region so we hope many of you will come. The cost of the day will be £15 but this does include a roast lunch!

Those interested should please write to:

Neil Dickens. Red Barn Farm, Tythe Close, Stewkley, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 0HD no later than 30th September and enclose their cheque made payable to Jacob Sheep Society. 


