Schmallenberg Virus – Update, January 2013

Sheep breeders with early lambing flocks of all breeds including Charollais, Shropshire, Polled Dorset and Jacob have reported incidents of the disease, with some flocks reporting 30 – 50% infection, mainly showing as deformed lambs born dead. Farmers Weekly (11.01.13) reported the following numbers of holdings confirmed with Schmallenberg (SBV)

	Number of holdings with confirmed SBV

	 
	Sheep
	Cattle
	total

	England
	275
	631
	906

	Wales
	12
	49
	61

	Scotland
	4
	4
	8

	NI
	0
	1
	1

	Total
	291
	685
	976

	
	
	
	


Key features of the disease are:

· The virus is spread by insect vectors, principally midges and mosquitoes.

· Schmallenberg Virus is not a notifiable disease

· When ewes are bitten by infected midges they show virtually no signs of illness

· The effect of the infection is seen in deformed lambs, born at full term

· Classic signs of SBV are extended limbs which are fused, deformed heads and lambs that show few signs of normal behaviour 'stupid lambs'.

· Ewes can give birth to twins; one deformed and the second normal.

· Not all ewes in will be infected
· Infection is generally quite sporadic

· Ewes and lambs cannot pass the disease on to other sheep. 
· A midge is required as the host for transmission of the virus

· The growing foetus is vulnerable to the infection for only a short period of time, thought to be around 30 - 45 days into pregnancy

· Once ewes have been infected they will have a high level of immunity for subsequent years.

· Care should be taken while lambing deformed lambs, as with fused limbs it is possible to severely damage ewes. 

· A high incidence of caesarean deliveries is common in infected flocks

· Flocks are reporting poor lambing percentages including high barren rates & high single numbers. This may be a feature of the disease or may be linked to the poor season
· A vaccine has been developed and is nearly ready for market

It is recommended that anyone who suspects that they may have the infection on their farm should contact their veterinary surgeon. Your Vet can help with practical advice and can confirm your suspicions through testing at your AHVLA Laboratory (England and Wales) or SAC Disease Surveillance Centre (Scotland).
To keep up to date with the latest information about the disease, its spread and the potential launch of the vaccine visit www.fwi.co.uk/schmallenberg
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